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Charmeine Wait has lived in 
Grant County for 27 years, 
and during that time co-
founded a non-profit and 
served as the director.  Her 
love of historic preservation 
came from serving as the 
Town of Silver City's Certified 
Local Government Coordina-
tor successfully completing 
six historic preservation pro-
jects.  She gained an appre-
ciation of our historic districts 
while also serving on the 
Town's Design Review Com-
mittee.  Charmeine men-
tioned, "I love our historic 
business district and appreci-
ate the challenges small busi-
nesses face in our economy.  
Silver City MainStreet made 
great strides in revitalizing our 
downtown with the Silco 
Theater Project and I hope to 
continue that forward move-
ment. I look forward to work-
ing with our community." 

Introducing Charmeine Wait 
Silver City MainStreet Executive Director 

Charmeine Wait, Silver City MainStreet 

Executive Director and Patrick Hoskins, 

Board President. 

Taste of Downtown 

Silver City 

Saturday, September 2 

From 11:30 to 2:30 

The Annual Taste of Downtown this year will be held on Saturday, September 2nd. This falls on Labor Day 
Weekend, which will also be the weekend of the Mimbres Regional Arts Council’s Print Fiesta. The event 
is designed to highlight the diverse dining opportunities found in Downtown Silver City. Of our 22 eateries, 
10 have signed up to participate so far, but it would be wonderful if everyone could participate! Being a 
walk around event, it contributes to downtown economic vitality by increasing pedestrian traffic. The time of 
the event is from 11:30 to 2:30. 
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   With three new galleries opening on Bullard Street there is a renewed 
vitality of the “Art Scene” on Downtown’s main street. The new galleries 
are Satient Brush, Elemental Artisans and Barker Manning Gallery and all 
three give a slightly different twist to the active art community that thrives 
in downtown and surrounding areas. 

   Pictured to the right is owner Dug Sitowski at the Satient Brush, Silver 
City’s coziest art gallery! Modeled after a living room, Dug Sitowski’s goal 
is to create a welcoming space where art lovers can feel comfortable, no 
matter the size of their wallets. As Dug stated, he came downtown to sell 
art, which is why he has chosen to price his artwork at prices that keep his 
merchandise flowing. Dug’s experience includes serving in the Navy, work-
ing as a commercial artist, truck driving and teaching art at the college 
level.  

    Dug’s discovery of our community began with a search of the best 
places to retire. According to Dug, Silver City came out on top when con-
sidering affordability, low crime rate, climate and other factors. A self-
proclaimed “gym rat”, Dug developed a friendship with Bobby Carrillo, 
owner of the Fountain of Youth. Dug had never expected to be able to 
open his own gallery, but with the help of Bobby, his dream became a real-
ity. The two now operate businesses right next to each other on Bullard 
Street, and are a great example of the friendly and welcoming community 
we have downtown! 

 

     Elemental Artisans, owned by Nina Dillard and Ken Silagy, pictured to the 
left is the second new addition to Bullard Street and is enthusiastically supply-
ing handmade jewelry to our local residents and tourists. Elemental Artisans is 
dedicated to running a unique business that is “different from everyone else.” 
They don’t sell the typical earrings, bracelets and necklaces; instead they sell 
ear pendants, armlets and rivières. Ken Silagy, an accredited jeweler, special-
izes in wire wrapping, and plans to offers wire-wrapping classes. Elemental 
Artisans also offers jewelry repair services and sells supplies to clean jewelry 
at home! The two are also professional photographers, and display their work 
in their gallery. Because all of their work is done in the gallery, they accept 
custom orders. In order to help out the community, they offer a great lay-
away plan for any purchases, and will accept as little as $10 down and $10 per 
month. 
  The new business owners are very enthusiastic about Silver City’s potential 
as an art town. They urge other businesses in the downtown area to stay 
open later and open on weekends. They have adopted the personal policy of 
not closing if they see people walking on the street, and encourage others to 
do the same. Part of their success as a new art gallery can be attributed to 
their openness and friendliness with everyone who is walking by on Bullard 
Street. When weather permits, the two take their workstations outside and 
make their jewelry out in the open for everyone to see. In the near future, 
look out for silver smithing and wire wrapping classes at Elemental Artisans, 
here in beautiful downtown Silver City! 
                        (continued on page 3) 

Welcoming Three New Galleries to Bullard Street! 
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   Artist Barker Manning and her dog Maya, pictured to the 
right,  have recently opened the third new gallery on Bullard 
Street, the Barker Manning Gallery. Currently Manning has 
her own work on display at the gallery but she hopes to in-
clude additional artists in the future. Eric Manning, Barker’s 
husband was visiting in Silver City and noticed the gallery 
space available on Bullard Street. Eric convinced his wife to 
move to Silver City and open an art gallery. Barker is enjoy-
ing her new adventure because everyone she meets is so 
nice. 

   The Mannings moved from the Denver, Colorado area and 
have never run an art gallery. Barker has shown at galleries 
operated by others in Aspen and at festivals. She has a BA 
Degree in Art from the University of Huston. Barker paints 
in acrylics on canvas and her subject matter is primarily dogs, 
with Maya as a model for many of her paintings. She plans to 
expand to offering t-shirts and post cards. 

   Get down to earth at the Silver City CLAY Festival happening July 22nd to 30th. Whether you are a seasoned clay 

artist or want to get your hands dirty for the first time, the CLAY Festival offers something for everyone. There are 

opportunities to participate in and enjoy workshops, lectures, mining and petroglyph tours, and see exhibits at the gal-

leries downtown.  

   You can make a bowl at the free Empty Bowls workshop at Syzygy on Saturday, July 22nd. The CLAYFest Market, the 

Mud Pie Contest, and Mud Fun for kids will take place next to the Farmer’s Market on Saturday, July 29th. CLAY artists 

will be demonstrating wheel-throwing and selling Mata Ortiz pottery, Jicarilla Apache tradition micaceous clay vessels, 

Raku, sculptural works, mixed media, and handmade tile.  

   Enter the CLAY Poker Tournament Fundraiser and win one of 10 prizes donated by local businesses - first place is a 

week-long getaway at the Orange Tree Golf Resort in Scottsdale Arizona! Or dine at the Farm to Table Fundraiser and 

enjoy a menu featuring locally grown food prepared by Silver City’s talented chefs and wine pairings from Gruet Win-

ery.  

There is something for everyone at the CLAY Festival - a New Mexico True experience not to be missed. Join us at 
the CLAY Festival, July 22nd – 30th! More information at www.clayfestival.com.  

Get Down to Earth at the  
Silver City CLAY Festival 



Thomas J. Ryan 
Lynda Aiman-Smith 

Copper Quail Gallery 
Victoria Reece 
Mitzi Roberts 

John McEuchran 
John Catsis 

Bill Charland 
Robert & Elizabeth Conner 

Tapas Tree Grill 
Secure Money Services 

RE/MAX Silver Advantage 
SC Grant County Chamber of Commerce 

Bearpaw Ranch 
Blackwell's Antiques 

Edward Jones 
Havens Construction 

Hester House 
Lopez Dietzal & Perkins 

Roberts, Mitzi 
Saari Enterprises 

Silver Café 
Single Socks 

Snediker Enterprises 
Zia Publishing 
Insurance First 

The Rock Center 
Millie's Bake House 

 

Silver City MainStreet—Thank You to Our Partners in the Past Year! 

Silver Linings 
The Makery 

COACH Massage 
Yada Yada Yarn 
Hester House 

Winborn Wellness & Counseling 
David Rose & Ceil Murray 

Steve Townley 
Little Toad Creek 
Home Furniture 

Humphrey's Enterprises 
Morning Star 

Mountain Ridge Hardware 
Palace Hotel 
Sparks Clinic 
Western Bank 

SYZYGY  
Smith Realty 

1st New Mexico Bank 
Silver City Food Co-op 

Revel 
La Cocina Restaurant 

J & S Plumbing 
OCCAM Engineers Inc. 

First American Bank 
Morones & Knuttinen 

Western New Mexico Univ. 
Zia Family Healthcare 

Silver City MainStreet is very grateful for the annual financial support provided by the 
following community members, businesses and organizations. Financial support from the 
community helps to sustain the MainStreet Program and provides a portion of the fund-
ing needed to continue the work of MainStreet.  


