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Facade Improvement Update

Spring Street Block is Transformed

Silver City MainStreet Project received a grant from the New 
Mexico Resiliency Alliance to beautify downtown Silver City.  
The funds were used to replant the medians at the intersection of 
Bullard and College Streets and to completely rehab a block of 
Spring Street between Bullard and Texas Streets.

The medians had become overgrown and some plants were 
growing to a height that blocked drivers from seeing traffic. We 
had those plants removed and replaced with native plants that are 
drought tolerant and will not grow higher than three feet.  The 
plantings were done with the help of the Youth Conservation Corp 
students from Aldo Leopold Charter High School.  MainStreet 
loves to collaborate with other groups and this was a project that 
definitely helped the community.

Spring Street was a much bigger project that required remov-
ing old cement and excess dirt to make room for planting and rock 
work.  The Town of Silver City replaced the old and crumbling 
sidewalk with a new ADA sidewalk.  It not only looks so much 
better, but now it is a safe block to walk on.  The YCC students 
planted drought tolerant plants and the area was covered with 
landscaping rock by a local contractor.  This area is so visible to 
residents and tourists, it’s good to have it looking nice.

Pictured at right are the before and after pictures of Spring St.

In the last newsletter, we discussed the steps for getting a fa-
cade design approved through the Town of Silver City. 

We have great news, Dug Sitowski of The Sentient Brush on 
Bullard St. presented his drawings to the Historic Design Review 
Committee and his plans for a mural were approved!  

The historic design committee was very helpful with good 
suggestions and very encouraging.  After a review of the beauti-
ful drawings, questions were asked, Dug answered and then they 
voted unanimously to approve the design.

Dug will paint his design on a banner and place the painted 
banner above his door and across the building.  A banner for Dug 
to paint was donated by Mike Madigan of the Silver City Food 
Co-op.  We appreciate one business helping another - that is what 
makes downtown special and such a good community!

The process for the Historic Design Review Committee is 
straightforward and meant to keep our downtown beautiful. Our 
downtown is a designated historic district, so work done on any 
building needs to be approved. 

The design review committee is composed of volunteers and 
we thank them for their service to the Town of Silver City! 

Spring St. Before

Pictured from left are Charmeine Wait, Executive Director, 
Silver City MainStreet, Patrick Hoskins, Board President, Silver 
City MainStreet, receiving grant check from Rory Deubel.

Silver City MainStreet Receives Grant
The Silver City MainStreet Project received a $5,000 grant 

from the Lineberry Foundation to be used for operating expenses.  
As a small non-profit, this grant is greatly appreciated because 
operating expenses are always the most challenging budget item 
to fund. 

It was especially nice to meet and receive the grant from Rory 
Deubel. Mr. Deubel had been an intern with Silver City Main-
Street when Frank Milan was the director.  Duebel said, “I re-
member how much work there was to do and was glad to be able 
to help the MainStreet Project.  My grandmother started the Line-
berry Foundation, and each year directors are able to pick a proj-
ect to fund.”

Spring St. After

Spring Street Block is Transformed



Our Mission:
To encourage a vibrant, 

historic downtown Silver City 
which is recognized as the heart 

of our diverse community.

Where to find us:
Murray Ryan Visitor Center
201 N. Hudson St.
Silver City, NM 88061

How to reach us:
Charmeine@SilverCityMainStreet.com
575-534-1700

Who is MainStreet?
Board of Directors

President
   Patrick Hoskins
Vice President
   Evangeline Zamora
Secretary 
 Marcia Stout
Treasurer
 Carmon Steven
Board Members
 Georgia Bearup
 Nancy Johnson
 Tommy Ryan
Executive Director
 Charmeine Wait

Our Vision:
Silver City MainStreet will be a 

highly visible, respected, credible com-
munity economic development program 
that is recognized for its ability to bring 
economic vitality and growth to Silver 
City's downtown while preserving and 
enhancing local culture and historic 
resources.

What is Silver City MainStreet?
Silver City MainStreet is a non-profit organization that is a part of a state and 

national organization dedicated to revitalizing historic downtowns. We promote 
a community-driven program combining historic preservation with economic 
development. New Mexico MainStreet and participating local affiliates use The 
Main Street Four-Point Approach® as the basis for developing transformative 
economic development.  The Four-Points are:

Organization
Establishes and maintains a nonprofit corporation that works in partnership 

with the public and private sector to plan and implement a comprehensive down-
town revitalization strategy.

Promotion
Promotion positions the Main Street district as the center of the community 

and the hub of economic activity.
Design
Supports a community’s transformation by enhancing the physical elements of 

downtown while capitalizing on the unique historic assets that set the commercial 
district apart.

Economic Vitality
Leveraging historic assets, harnessing economic assets, and creating a sup-

portive business environment to attract new and sustain established downtown 
businesses.

Current Projects
Currently we are working on implementing the Rural Pathways project, a 

downtown building tour, downtown beautification, and promotion of downtown 
through Locals Day and Territorial Charter Days.  We continue to engage busi-
ness owners through merchant meetings, and the WNMU discount program. 

By working together, we can make downtown Silver City vibrant!

Thank you Volunteers!

Vietnam Veterans of American, #358
Barry Smith
George Austin
Nick Seibel
Patrick Hoskins
Raul Turrieta
Cynthia Bettison
Nicole Luna
Little Toad Creek
Lion’s Club members
Gila Amateur Radio Society members
Brandy Thornburg
The Town of Silver City, sponsor
Police and Maintenance Depts.
Hidalgo Medical Services, sponsor
Copies on the Run, sponsor
and all of the float entries
Thank you all for your time and talent!

2017 Float Awards

School Category, 
1st, Silver High School Marching Band
2nd, Guadalupe Montessori/ Aldo School
3rd, WNMU
Non-Profit Category,
1st, St. Vincent de Paul
2nd, US Forest Service
3rd, Grant County Livestock Bureau
Commercial Category,
1st, Republican Party
2nd, Taylor Truck and Auto
3rd, Freeport McMoRan
Individual Category
1st, Crystal Bloomfield
2nd, James Flores
3rd, Robert McDonald

Many thanks to all participants!

27th Annual
Lighted 

Christmas Parade
Pictured is the beauti-

fully lit bucket truck en-
tered by Freeport McMo-
Ran.  Many thanks to all the 
volunteers and community 
members who made the 
parade a downtown delight 
for our community!



Save the Dates!

Merchant Mingle
Wednesday, January 17, 6 pm to 8 pm
Little Toad Brewery, 200 N. Bullard
Meet other downtown merchants, enjoy snacks and drinks     

     learn about what is happening, and have fun!

Territorial Charter Day
Saturday, February 17, events start at 9 am
Downtown Silver  City

Silver City MainStreet is co-sponsoring these events:

Territorial Charter Day Urban Challenge Fun Run
Saturday, February 17, 9 am - downtown Silver City

Children’s Run at 11 am in the Big Ditch Park

Locals Day - Saturday February 17
Did you like Shop Small? Let’s do it again, with our first 
Locals Day with great deals at downtown merchants.

Fast Times at The Silco Theater 
      
Every business has its good times and its slow times. 

We hit some doldrums back in September that lasted a 
couple of months. Choosing movies is really a hit or miss 
proposition.  There are some movies at either end of the 
spectrum. Movies like Beauty and the Beast and Wonder 
Woman are on one end. These are movies that we knew 
we had to show. They were going to be popular on their 
release and beyond. Popular, of course, translates into 
good business.  There are other films that we know to stay 
away from. Some of the horror, and recent dark comedies 
would fall into this category. Right now The Silco is a 
pretty popular place to be.  Our last  three films of the year 
have been good to us. As of this writing, we are about to 
open Star Wars The Last Jedi. Which has the potential to 
knock it out of the park for us. 

      We have experimented over the almost two years 
we have been open. Things that we thought would work 
but failed miserably.  I watched a movie recently where I 
heard the line, “failure is a great teacher”.  So true.  

      We are back on track now. There are movies that 
work for us and we’ll try to stick to those as much as pos-
sible. The largest demographic that frequents our theater 
are those who tend to like big budget Hollywood fare.  
The smallest demographic are people whom like classic 
films.  We are not insensitive to those in our community 
who want “better” movies.  So, in an effort to bring those 
“better” films to you, we will be bringing Oscar nomi-
nated films beginning in mid-January and lasting through 
the first week in March.  So if you and your friends and 
family want these kinds of films we need for you to vote 
with your attendance.  We believe that there are enough 
Moviegoers in Grant County and beyond that we can 
show a variety of films and not be worried if people will 
attend.  We’ll see you at the movies.

Chris Aquino, Operator of the Silco Theater 

Volunteer and Go to the Movies!

Silver City MainStreet has a fun volunteer program.  For 
every three hours of volunteer service, you will receive a 
Silco Theater Gift Card good for one movie.  It’s a win-win-
win! We need volunteers to help us with events and special 
projects.

Become a Silver City MainStreet volunteer and help make 
downtown Silver City vibrant!

Questions? Call 575-534-1700 or email 
Charmeine@silvercitymainstreet.com

Many thanks to these 
November/December Volunteers!

Community Youth Building Program/Gary Stailey 
Melinda Austin     Sandy Hicks   George Austin
Judy Menefee    Tim Lindhorn   Rebecca Martin

Karen Strelko     Athena Schumacher
Two Crow Schumacher    Lynda Aiman Smith

Tom Hester   Susan Allen
Susan Berry   Ellen O’Bryan  Sudie Kennedy

Want to receive the latest downtown news?
Please email:

Charmeine@silvercitymainstreet.com
to receive emails and the newsletter



Thank you! 
Silver City MainStreet

 Partners
Silver City Mainstreet is very grateful 

for the annual financial support provided 
by the following community members, 
businesses and organizations. Financial 
support from the community helps to sus-
tain the MainStreet Program and provides 
a portion of the funding needed to contin-
ue the work of MainStreet.

Fiscal Year 2017-2018 Partners

Rose Shoemaker
Morning Star
Snedeker Enterprises
James Edd Hughes, Edward Jones
First Amerian Bank
The Place
Lopez, Dietzel, Perkins and Wallace
Silver Cafe
The Rock Center
Zia Publishing
Western Bank
Single Socks
Guadalupes
Mountain Ridge Ace Hardware
Zia Access Healthcare
Morones & Knuttinen, LLC
The Makery/Pamela Kitting
WillamCharland/Phoebe Lawrence
The Palace Hotel/Nancy Johnson
Little Toad Creek
Millie’s Bake House
College St. Plaza
The Hub/Suzi Calhoun
Syzygy Tile/Lee Gruber
Humphrey’s Enterprises
Silver Linings/Bruce McKinney
Tapas Tree Grill/Kevin Hubbs
Re/Max Silver Advantage/Patricia Fell
United Country Mimbres Realty/
 Georgia Bearup
David Rose/Ceil Murray
Sudie Kennedy
Smith Real Estate/Becky Smith Ladner

PO Box 4068
Silver City, NM 88062

Look for this sticker on downtown 
businesses that offer discounts to 
WNMU students! Sign up with Silver 
City MainStreet and get your window 
sticker!

Downtown Building Facelifts
Many thanks to Kathleen Wigley, manager 

of Single Socks located at 111 W. College Ave 
for getting a new roof and stucco on the build-
ing. Research shows that when storefronts are 
improved, 90 percent of surrounding busi-
nesses report an increase in sales. Well main-
tained buildings make downtown Silver City 
more attractive to shoppers and potentianl 
business owners.

Kathleen is pictured on the left with friend 
Renee.

Art from Within Pop-Up Gallery
What does an empty building contain?  End-

less possibilities and opportunities!  With help 
from property owner Scott Kennedy, Cari Lemon, 
Grant County Community Health Council Direc-
tor, and Catherine Harding of Hidalgo Medical 
Services, an empty building ( 703 N. Bullard St.)
has been transformed into a pop-up gallery.

Art from Within is a subgroup of the Inmate 
Support Program, which is part of the Southwest 
New Mexico Behavioral Health Continuum of 
Care Coalition (CoCC). It supports opportuni-
ties for incarcerated and re-integrating individu-
als to develop their talents, values, and self-worth 
through creative expression. 

Check out the 
new exhibit 

at the 
Visitor Center 

featuring 
downtown 
businesses!

Thank you 
Rebecca Martin 

and
George 
Austin


